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made in 1661 for raifigg half a Pound of Potvder,and three Pounds of.
Shot by the Tan on fuch Velflels, and we as well know that by thac
Law, the fame was not appropriated to the Proprictarics for their own
Wic; although they have ever fince exalted the Fourteen Pence in licu
thereof, and applied the fame to their private Benefit: We are not in-
fenfible of the King’s Order in Council concerning that Money in 1692,
but beg leave neverthelels to fay, that whatever Obedience was paid
to that Royal Order. (which only did or indeed could regard the Appli-
cition,} 'yet ‘thé A& whereby it was pretended to be takén being Re-
pealed by dnother made in 1704, that Order muft neceflarily ceafe;
and altho’ we do not immediately pay that Money, yet as Merchants
generally reckon Port and other Duties as part of the Coft of what they
Sell or Tranfatt, and aceount it as part of the Price of what. they

Purchafe, we cannot but think it becomes a Charge on the Province
at latt, | .

- We are forry to find the Avenues to Juftiee in a great meafure fhut
up to the People, by their being denied . Accefs to fome of the

greateft Offices belonging to the Courts of Jultice, and retufed their.

neceffary Bufinels there, without the {cvere Terms of entring into
Bonds with Judgments, fome for Fees before they become due, and
others with Conditions in large Sums on purpofe to have Recoveries
in the Courts, where the Fees will arife to Ten or more Times the
value of the principal Debt, which by the Laws of this Province might

be recovered at the expence of Half a Crown, and thofe Bonds yearly

fent to the Sheriffs with difcretionary Powers to put them in Suit,

who, by Experiecnce we find, have in many inftances made the worft .

ufe of thofe Powers, in order to create Fces for themlelves, as well as
to the Party who takes fuch Bonds.

" The Power of late affumed by his Lordfkip of Settling and Afcer-
taining the Fees of the Officers in the Courts of Juftice by way of
Proclamation, is what we cannot fubmit to without proftituting the
Rights of his Majefty’s Subje&ts within this Province; we do not

know that ever the Kings of Grei# Britain exercifed their Prero-
gative in fuch Cafe, efpecially fince the happy Revolution, and on .

this Occafion we intreat your Excellency to confider that part of the
Royal Charter, which diredls, that no Ordinances made by the Pro-
prictary, or his Heirs, their Magiftrates, or Officers, without con-
fent of thc Freemen cr their Delegates, fhall affeCt the Right or
" Intereft of any Perfon or Perfons of, or in their Life, Member, Free-

hold, Goods or Chattels, which Claufe is Confonant to the great

Charter, to the Benefit whereof we hope we fhall not be denied
a Right, However, to avoid all Difputes on this Head, we had

with great Pains and Application prepared a Bill for fettling thofe Fees,

and made them confiderably higher than thole of ouar Neighbouring
Colonics, yet we cannot obtain the Affent of his Lordfhip’s Council to
the



